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Black Oystercatcher Surveys 

The second to last week of our season was spent in 

Gwaii Haanas around the Hotsprings Island area 

completing our second survey of Black Oystercatchers 

(BLOY).  We were very lucky to have extremely calm 

waters and sunny skies, allowing us to get to 

everywhere we needed to go – it was even hot too! 

During this survey we scan the shoreline for Black 

Oystercatchers, looking for both breeding pairs and 

non-breeding birds. Having completed this same 

survey route earlier in the season, we were aware of 

lots of breeding adult pairs with eggs; now it was time 

to search for chicks! The chicks are difficult to find: fast and sneaky, they know how to find the best 

cracks to hide in and boulders to hide under when predators fly over-head, or walk into their 

territories! Much of our time was spent searching for these chicks in known territories, watching and 

listening for clues from the adults as to where their chicks might be. 

We discovered 43 chicks and 27 eggs, and two new territories. During the first survey this year, we had 

found 177 eggs, but not all eggs hatch to become chicks and not all chicks survive, due to predation by 

Bald Eagles and Common Ravens. Luckily BLOY are long-lived, and always willing to try again next 

year! At one territory on Faraday Island that had not been used for 6 years, a breeding pair had built a 

new scrape. One member of the pair had a blue band on its right leg, indicating that it was banded in 

2006 as a chick, so is now 9 years old. We were also excited to see the same two banded Laskeek Bay 

BLOY that we had sighted on the first survey. E4 was seen again with a big group of non-breeding 

birds on Murchison Island, and A6 (a 2 year old bird who had been building a scrape last survey!) was 

seen on the opposite side of Alder Island to its territory, but still apparently paired up.   

During our last week at ELI, we have been surveying the Laskeek Bay BLOY. Unfortunately, gale force 

winds have not let us stray too far from camp, so we were not able to look for BLOY chicks on every 

island we hoped to visit. However, we were able to visit territories on the Limestone islands, Skedans 

Islands, and the Low islands, many with large, healthy-looking chicks. A new territory on the Skedans 

Islands has three chicks with proud banded parents. The adults from that territory both have bands on 

their legs; one has an aluminum band, which would have been put on when the bird was an adult, 

either in 2000 or 2001, making that bird is at least 16 years old.  

A very good parent, protecting its eggs 

The 26th field season on East Limestone Island is brought to a close with 

more sunshine and seabirds! 



Mammal Sightings 

During the Gwaii Haanas BLOY we saw killer 

whales on three different occasions, and were 

able to photograph two of the pods seen off the 

north side of Ramsay Island.  Both groups had 

six or seven whales with a large bull and a 

couple of calves. One pod included bull T70, 

who researchers in Laskeek Bay have been 

watching since the 90s! Another pod appeared 

to be the same one that we sighted earlier in 

June meandering around Laskeek Bay south of 

Vertical Point. We were fortunate to watch this 

group as they swam through the shallow islands and rocks off of Ramsay’s north side.  They were likely 

hunting in the shallows for seals and it was amazing to see a grand pursuit in action! We also saw a 

Humpback Whale feeding off the south-east point of Ramsay Island. The loud smack of its tail on the 

water is what initially brought it to our attention as we searched for BLOY on a nearby island! Also, 

two playful Harbour Porpoises came close to the boat as we surveyed Murchison Island. 

A Black Bear was seen on Ramsay, initially while completing a shoreline survey for BLOY, and again 

the next morning at the beach beside our camp! We suspect it was the same bear seen on both 

occasions, a large bear feeding in the intertidal. This was unexpected because black bears have not 

previously been sighted on Ramsay Island.  

Chicks on ELI 

The Cassin’s Auklet chicks on ELI are growing fast 

in our East Coast and Lookout Point nestboxes. 

Two of our four chicks have fledged and the other 

two are growing lots of adult feathers in 

anticipation of flying off their cliffs into the ocean 

soon! Interestingly, Ancient Murrelet egg shells 

and membrane (which indicate that the eggs had 

hatched) were found in one of our nestboxes at 

Lookout Point. Apparently, this nesting ANMU 

pair was happy to try out a wooden burrow! 

At the very end of the season, we check nestboxes on the Lookout Point cliffs for Pigeon Guillemots.  

Usually these birds nest in cracks in rocky, cliffy areas, but have been very successful in using the 

wooden, gravel-lined nestboxes in the past.  Last year, 19 of the 28 boxes either had chicks or eggs, 

many being incubated by adult birds. Despite the majority of the boxes having eggs this year, all of the 

nestboxes had been abandoned, and four dead chicks were four in the nestboxes. We are not sure why 

the adults have abandoned their eggs and chicks, but we suspect it could be related to the unusually 

high air temperatures that are causing them to overheat in the nestboxes, or the unusually high sea 

temperatures that are likely changing the availability of food sources for these birds.  

Killer Whales off Ramsay Rocks 

Weighing Pigeon Guillemot eggs by Lookout Point 



Answer to trivia: 

What counter-intuitive nesting attribute do Nuthatches and Ancient Murrelets share in common? 

Nuthatch and Ancient Murrelet eggs have dark spots on them. They are 

both the only birds of their type (Nuthatches being cavity nesters and 

Ancient Murrelets being burrow-nesters) that have eggs with this unique 

trait. Producing spotted eggs is thought to be a trait passed along in birds 

that lay their eggs in the open, like Black Oystercatchers and Glaucous-

winged Gulls. The spots help camouflage the eggs from aerial predators. 

Maybe Nuthatches and Ancient Murrelets once laid eggs in the open, and 

it hasn’t been long enough in their evolutionary history to have lost this 

trait from their eggs! 

Visitors and Volunteers 

The campsite on Ramsay that we use during the Gwaii Haanas BLOY survey was a popular destination 

while we were there this year. We were lucky to share that spot for two nights with Jessiquita Madrid 

and Jay Meyers, residents of Queen Charlotte on a three week kayaking adventure; and Jake Pattison, 

Laskeek Bay employee, Erin Harris, LBCS director, and their energizing new addition to the family, 

Nora, as the three made their way back to Charlotte after a two week trip to Rose Harbour. Later that 

week on ELI, we shared a day-off brunch with Erin, Nora, and Jake, as we were lucky enough to catch 

them again on their trip home! 

On ELI, guests and crew of the sailboat Maple Leaf came ashore for a tour of the research station, and 

to learn about some of our ongoing research projects. It was a real treat to have them, as they were 

keen to learn with their creative eyes. Their tour was focused around Emily Carr and her visits to this 

area; it brought together artists from across Canada! 

We are happy to give interpretive tours throughout our field season. If you are interested in tours for 

next spring, please contact our office in Queen Charlotte. 

A warm thank-you to our volunteers in the last two weeks:  Karen Walhout (Queen Charlotte), Brad 

Yonkman (Queen Charlotte), Keith Moore (Queen Charlotte), Fran Fowler (Queen Charlotte), Eleanor 

Bowman (Queen Charlotte), and Kelle Gushue (Newfoundland).  It was great to have all of you! 

2nd BLOY Survey Crew 

Checking Cassin’s Auklet burrows 

on the East Coast Trail 

Speckled Ancient Murrelet eggs 

Keith with a Cassin’s Auklet chick 



Thank-you, Sara McDonald, our student intern for the last 

three weeks, who shared her deep passion for birds and their 

behaviour. Thank-you for sharing your quiet excitement and 

openness towards trying new things like sticking your hands in 

poopy nestboxes and dark burrows! We are excited to have her 

for one last week in the office! This is her drawing of a Cassin’s 

Auklet on the water and some words she wanted to share about 

her time on East Limestone Island. 

My time here with the Laskeek Bay Conservation Society has been one of appreciation and 
utter satisfaction. As an intern I got to experience a taste of what it takes to be a field biologist. 
Through this program I found that my love for the natural world blossomed and my aspiration 
for the work itself grew stronger each day. The research that I had the privilege of being a part 
of is something that I hold in high regard and hope to be back to help more in the near future. I 
felt more connected to the world around me and yet my words cannot do justice to explain the 
awe of seeing the beautiful Laskeek Bay and Gwaii Haanas Park with my own eyes; especially 
knowing that I was contributing to understanding its feathered residents and furthering my 
own limited knowledge. Most of my work here went into surveying the Black Oystercatchers; 
my favorite time however, was working with the Cassin’s Auklet’s, watching how much they 
grew each week and knowing there were fledglings that made it out to sea. I am more excited 
than ever, not only to come back, but to look for more experiences like this one.  

2nd World Seabird Conference in South Africa 

LBCS has been invited to make two presentations at the 2nd 

World Seabird Conference in Capetown, South Africa at the 

end of October 2015. Camp  Supervisor Viv Pattison and 

Director Keith Moore will be travelling there to represent 

Laskeek Bay and make presentations to the large 

international audience of the World Seabird Union. Keith 

will be making an oral presentation outlining some of the 

findings of our 26 years of monitoring the Ancient Murrelet 

colony on East Limestone Island, and highlighting the 

importance of engaging the local community and bringing 

visitors from afar to participate and contribute to this valuable research. Viv will be displaying a 

large poster and making a presentation about the crucial role of students and Citizen Scientists in 

our research programs, and the power and value of the experience that students and volunteers get 

when they visit Limestone Island. 

This is an amazing honour and opportunity for LBCS to share our story with the global seabird 

research community.  We are now working to raise funds to help cover some of the travel costs for 

Viv and Keith on their long journey to Cape Town. Northern Savings Credit Union started our push 

with a $425 donation last month, and there is now a loonie-toonie auction with some amazing art 

donated by local artists set up at the Queen Charlotte Visitor Centre. Please stop by and support our 

work by purchasing some tickets for the auction; the final draw will be on August 3rd. Additional 

support would also be very welcome; cash donations are tax-deductible, and can be made though our 

website or at the Northern Savings Credit Union branch in Queen Charlotte. 

Viv with a PIGU egg at Lookout Point 



Thank you! 

A big thank you goes out to everyone who contributes to ensure our field programs are continued for 

yet another year. This includes all our volunteers and visitors, school groups, donors, and the LBCS 

Board of Directors, as well as our partners Gwaii Haanas, Canadian Wildlife Service, Research Group 

on Introduced Species, Bird Studies Canada, and the Queen Charlotte Visitor Centre. Extra thanks 

go to our major funders, the Baillie Fund, BC Gaming, Coast Sustainability Trust, EcoAction, Gwaii 

Trust, Northern Savings Credit Union, NSERC Promoscience, Science Horizons, and Walmart–

Evergreen. Our field season could not happen without the continued support of several individuals 

and local businesses, including Moresby Explorers, Highlander Marine Services, Jeremie Hyatt and 

Kode Isle, Inland Air Charters, Gwaii Co-op, City Centre, and Isabel Creek Store. 

As we say goodbye to East Limestone Island, basking in new knowledge and experience, we want to 

thank-you for your continued support of this place. It is only with the support of the community, 

both small and wide, that this place continues to be a wealth of knowledge on the species in Laskeek 

Bay. 

Thank-you for reading our Limestone Logs!  

LBCS has been invited to make two presentations at the 2nd World Seabird 

Conference in Cape Town, South Africa this October. We are now fundraising 

to help cover travel expenses for our delegation. 

Donations are much appreciated! They can easily be made through our website. 

www.laskeekbay.org 


