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Wild Life Trees 

Most of the chicks in wildlife trees at East Limestone 

Island have fledged and we have been enjoying watching 

cavity nester chicks. The Red-breasted Sapsuckers and 

Hairy Woodpecker chicks follow behind their parents, 

learning how to hunt for invertebrates and eating insects 

from holes their parents have made.  Interestingly, 

woodpeckers find prey within wood by listening. Wildlife 

tree 109 is the only wildlife tree we are still monitoring on 

the island, where Red-breasted Sapsuckers are feeding 

their chicks. However, they now feed their chicks more 

infrequently; although you can hear them peeping, the 

adults may not come to feed the chicks for periods of a half 

hour or more. Wildlife tree 109 was first active in 2006, 

and has been active every year since 2011 with nesting Red

-breasted Sapsuckers! 

Cassin’s Auklets and other burrow nesters 

This year we completed a Cassin’s Auklet Census, a survey conducted 

every four years to count the number of active burrows on East 

Limestone Island. We found 101 active Cassin’s Auklet burrows! We 

also have 4 chicks in nestboxes at Lookout Point and the East Coast. 

This is lower than last year (7 chicks in nestboxes), but the number has 

varied a lot since the nestboxes were built in 2010 (1 chick in 2010, 6 in 

2011, 2 in 2012, 7 in 2013). It is good to see that there are still some 

adults raising young on Limestone after the deaths of so many Cassin’s 

Auklets this winter, likely due to changes in food availability from 

warmer than average sea surface temperatures. 

With the Ancient Murrelet season over we have completed our last gathering ground count and 

packed up the funnels for another year.  We continue to monitor for raccoons using remote cameras 

(4 at various locations around the island), but since finding a headless Ancient Murrelet in Crow 

Valley, we have not found any other evidence of raccoon presence on ELI.  We are now fairly certain 

that what we thought might be raccoon predation was actually predation by river otters, which are a 

common sight along the shorelines of ELI. 

Pigeon Guillemot at Lookout Point 

Intern Sara at ANMU Burrow 

Beautiful weather to accompany rewarding monitoring! 



Visits to Reef 

We have enjoyed a couple of good hikes on Reef Island in the last week. The cabins at the camp there 

are still in good shape, while the area around is quickly becoming overgrown by nettle, grass, and 

thistle thickets! 

Hiking around the island, we collected cameras 

deployed there in the beginning of May.  The cameras 

were used to monitor for the presence of deer, 

especially ones that had been tagged. Many deer on 

Reef Island, Limestone Island, and Kunga Island were 

tagged in the last few years as part of research 

undertaken by the Research Group on Introduced 

Species (RGIS). We also visited some Ancient Murrelet 

burrow plots where geolocators were deployed on 

banded birds last year, and retrieved this year in May. 

We were there to check in the burrows for eggs that had 

not hatched or been abandoned. In the 14 burrows that 

had eggs in May, we found 2 eggs that had not hatched, 

and one burrow that contained abandoned eggs.  The unusual thing about these abandoned eggs was 

there were 4 of them in one burrow!  Ancient Murrelets lay at most 2 eggs, so these 4 eggs were likely 

from two female birds using the same burrow. The eggs were unfortunately rotten when we found 

them; if they were fresher, we would have sent them away so they could be used in an ongoing 

toxicology study. 

On the water 

 Hecate and Nearshore sea surveys brought 

views of many birds including large groups of 

Rhinoceros Auklets throughout Laskeek Bay, 

Marbled Murrelets and a couple of Harlequin 

Ducks along the shoreline transects, and six 

Sooty Shearwaters and a Cassin’s Auklet on the 

Hecate survey. 

On our way out to Lost Island to do a Glaucous-

winged Gull survey on June 22 we saw a family 

of 6 transient killer whales near Vertical Point. 

They were in no rush and let us follow them 

slowly, giving us a good opportunity to collect ID photos that we will send to researchers at the Pacific 

Biological Station in Nanaimo. We have also seen a group of transient killer whales from cabin cove 

and a smaller group of two from both Crow Valley and North Cove; they are likely the same whales 

travelling around the area. Harbour porpoises have also been spotted on several occasions during 

gathering ground counts.  At last count there were 300 Sealions at the Reef haulout and 40 Harbour 

Seals at the Skedans Islands, very similar numbers to last year. 

Transient Orcas near Vertical Point 

Glaucous-winged Gull Nest beside a Beautiful Agate 



Glaucous-winged Gulls and Other Sightings 

We recently visited all known gull colonies in Laskeek Bay.  The largest colony in the area, Lost Island, 

had a total of 252 active nests when we visited on June 22.  The majority of nests still had eggs, but we 

did see some newly hatched chicks as well.  At Kingsway Rock, on June 17, we counted 79 gull nests.  

Low Island had 3 nests, only one with an egg. 

Other sightings on Lost Island included an eagle nest on low branches (around 10 meters high) with 

two chicks in the nest. This nest was observed with chicks in it last year as well. In the prey remains, 

strewn through the forest by the nest, we found a Sooty Shearwater skeleton! Also like last year, a 

Peregrine Falcon family was on the cliffs, including a chick that had fledged. We counted 17 Pelagic 

Cormorant nests on the cliffs near the gull colony. The cormorants have relocated this year to the 

south side of the island, from a location on the north side where they had been nesting for a few 

consecutive years. 

Thank-Yous 

Our intern Isla, who has been with us for four weeks, finished her internship on June 19th. She has 

some kind words to share: 

When I think of my time in ELI, I think of many waves of experiences, I could describe each with 

growing fondness somewhat like the rising tide. I think of the single raven chick we watched fledge 

on the Island. It followed the ravens beside as they discussed and soared low between Spruce, 

Hemlock and Cedar. Each morning I hear this young raven with the wise one beside it, one glides 

sure and quick, the young one holds feathers to wind and tests what little it knows. I feel somewhat 

like that raven chick. I too was new to the Island, unsure of the smoothest flight and keen to learn 

from those that guide so elegantly. Stumbling and fumbling at first, my strong accent (my caw), a 

symbol of my novel arrival to this part of the world. But with time here I notice this raven meld into 

the full length of its feathers, relishing the uplifting air and watch below with a more knowing glint 

in those intelligent eyes. My accent may not have changed like those maturing caws, and I might not 

glide as gracefully, but I have learnt so much from the sights and sounds and people of ELI. I've 

enjoyed watching just how wonderfully those that know this place fly here. I hope deeply, seeing as I 



am a stubborn raven, that I will fly over the waters surface that surrounds this place again and 

perch myself beside a new wildlife tree, here, in a spot that is in some ways still the same but 

always changing, always inviting to learn more. I truly loved the open fascination people had in 

the connections around them. I admired the wealth of long-term information that was evident in 

the way people like Vivian, Ellen, and Jake described things, their stance was one of care and 

always questioning the many patterns that are woven into East Limestone Island. Thank you. 

We will miss you Isla! You have filled this place with your contagious curiosity, enthusiasm, and joy 

of life. Learning from you has meant a great deal to us all. 

Thanks to the volunteers of the past two weeks for their energy and keen interest in our work: Sidney 

Clare (Masset) and Nicole Lewis (Nanaimo).   

Our third Student Intern of the season, Sara McDonald, from Abbotsford, arrived on June 19th and 

will be with us for the rest of the field season, including a week in the office in Queen Charlotte. She 

has jumped right in and has a keen interest in learning about and drawing birds! 

Thank-you to Natasha at 

Skedans for sharing your 

birthday feast with us again 

this year. What a treat it was 

to spend the evening with 

you! 

We were also lucky to have 

visits from past staff: Jake 

Pattison and Erin Harris with 

baby Nora, and Ainsley 

Brown and Barrett Johnson 

with baby Isla! The next 

generation of Limestone staff 

is on its way! 

 

That’s it for this edition of the Log...stay tuned for the final edition of 2015 in two weeks time! 

 - The Limestone Crew 

 

Jake and Ainsley in their new jobs 

LBCS has been invited to make two presentations at the 2nd World Seabird 

Conference in Cape Town, South Africa this October. We are now fundraising 

to cover travel expenses for our delegation. More details to come! 

Donations are much appreciated! They can easily be made through our website. 

www.laskeekbay.org 


