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Ancient Murrelets 

On the night of June  8th, we completed our Ancient 

Murrelet monitoring with a total of 42 chicks. This was a 

disappointingly low number of chicks as the last few years 

there have been over 100 chicks (112 in 2014, 136 in 2013, 

110 in 2012).  We are not sure why the numbers are so 

much lower this season, but monitoring next season will 

hopefully give us an indication as to whether it is just a 

one-year anomaly (possibly due to warm ocean 

temperatures) or if the habitat around the cabins on ELI is 

no longer suitable for breeding Ancient Murrelets. Our evening gathering ground counts and nightly 

point counts indicate that there were still many adult Ancient Murrelets coming to the island at 

night. Maybe they have not be able to breed this year, but it is good to see that they are still in the 

colony, socializing and making plans for next year! At Funnel 4 in North Cove, our infrared cameras 

captured 11 chicks, a similar number to last year (10 chicks), but much lower than 2013 (41 chicks). It 

will be interesting to explore why these low numbers have occurred and to see if the chick numbers 

will recover next year.  

On June  7th, we found a beheaded Ancient Murrelet in Crow Valley, on the south shoreline of ELI. 

This could indicate predation from a raccoon, as raccoons will often only eat the head of their bird 

prey. Since then, we have searched Crow Valley for other evidence of raccoon predation and have 

found a few other Ancient Murrelets that we suspect were eaten by a raccoon. We have also 

completed a night-time low tide spotlight survey and have set up a second baited raccoon camera in 

Crow valley, but have not located a raccoon on East Limestone Island thus far. 

Black Oystercatchers 

Oystercatcher season began with a 5 day expedition 

away from ELI with all of our camping and BLOY 

survey gear packed up in our little skiff.  We headed for 

Gwaii Haanas, where each year we complete 2 

extensive surveys for oystercatchers.  This was the first 

survey of the season, and we visited all the territories 

where BLOY were nesting last year, as well as two new 

territories (118 sites in total).  Because it is early in the 

breeding season, we found only a few chicks, but we 

looked at and photographed a total of 177 BLOY eggs!   

 

Ancient Murrelet chick at sea 

BLOY Surveying 

An update on chicks in Laskeek Bay, and in Gwaii Haanas too! 



A very exciting discovery was a new territory on 

Alder Island that belongs to a banded BLOY from 

Laskeek Bay. In the last few years we have 

transitioned from using colour combination bands to 

alpha-numeric bands, which can be read from a 

distance.  We were able to read the combination A6 

from the bands on this BLOY, and looked in the 

records to discover that it was banded in 2013 at 

REE-10, a territory on the south side of Reef Island.  

It will be interesting to go back to this new territory 

during our next survey and see if the pair has been 

successful at raising chicks.  When we visited them 

on May 31st they had a scrape but no eggs, and as far as we know, 2 years old is quite young for a 

BLOY to breed.  We encountered one other long-distance traveller from Laskeek Bay while in Gwaii 

Haanas: BLOY E4, who was banded last year on the north-east side of Reef Island (REE-12), was 

encountered with a large group of other non-breeders on the south side of Murchison Island. 

The Laskeek Bay BLOY survey has filled many of our days recently.  We have found many BLOY eggs 

and chicks while visiting all the islands around ELI, as well as some nesting Glaucous-winged Gulls, 

Pelagic Cormorants, and Peregrine Falcons.  While scanning the shoreline of Reef Island, we 

discovered 3 Peregrine Falcon nests, which seems like an increase from the last few years. 

Visitors and Volunteers 

We had two visitors from Rocky Point Bird Observatory in Victoria, BC join us for a walk across ELI as 

part of their trip with Ralph and Khya on the sailboat Gnoses.  They have conducted extensive Saw-

Whet Owl monitoring in Victoria and were excited to learn that while the Saw-whets that they band in 

Victoria are fall migrants, our local subspecies is a year-round resident.  

Thanks to all of our amazing volunteers in the last two weeks: Dave Clair, Ruby Pyke (Vancouver),  

and Dale Perkins (Victoria) for their keen eyes and curiosity! Also thank-you to Jake Pattison for 

joining the Laskeek crew for another Gwaii Haanas BLOY survey, helping the survey go quickly and 

smoothly with your ability to remember exactly where every oystercatcher lays its eggs!  

BLOY A6, 0n Alder Island 

Keeping our noses from getting sunburned! Eagles eating an octopus 



Marine Mammal Sightings 

Humpbacks and transient killer-whales have started to feed in Laskeek Bay, and dinner time is often 

spiced up with the splashes of whales seen from the table. Minke whales and harbour porpoises have 

also been sighted. During the Gwaii Haanas BLOY survey we came across T162, a large, distinctive 

transient killer-whale bull who has been sighted in Laskeek Bay multiple times in the past. We have 

also seen another group of five orcas that includes a large bull with a very wavy dorsal fin with the 

top missing.  We haven’t been able to ID this bull based on the photo records, and are wondering if 

its distinctive fin was caused by a recent injury. 

Wildlife Trees 

Almost all of the cavity nesting chicks have vacated their trees and 

the island is filled with wee ones, learning to fly and exploring 

their new home.  Pacific Wren, Orange-crowned Warbler, Hermit 

Thrush and other songbird chicks have become common sights on 

walks through East Limestone island’s trails. In the beginning of 

June, the beautiful call of the Swainson’s Thrush joined us on the 

island, a regular occurrence at this time of year. Swainson’s 

Thrushes, like all spotted thrushes, migrate at night, flying at low 

altitudes. Typically their spring migration accompanies warm 

fronts with southerly winds, and fall migration with cold fronts 

and north-westerly winds. 

Sea-Stars 

On our survey in Gwaii Haanas, we noticed many 

sea-stars that looked like the one pictured here. 

There is a virus that is killing off huge numbers of 

sea stars in southern BC (known as sea-star 

“wastings” disease), and we are wondering if 

anyone has reported its presence in Haida Gwaii 

yet? Let us know if you think this might be the 

same virus.  

Trivia: 

What counter-intuitive nesting attribute do Nuthatches and Ancient Murrelets share in common? 

Dark-eyed Junco singing at dawn 

LBCS has been invited to make two presentations at the 2nd World Seabird 

Conference in Cape Town, South Africa this October. We are now fundraising 

to cover travel expenses for our delegation. More details to come! 

Donations are much appreciated! They can easily be made through our website. 

www.laskeekbay.org 


