
Limestone Logs  

Welcome to another season of news as we begin our 26th year of 
research and monitoring on East Limestone Island! 
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Camp Startup 

On May 1st, we headed to East Limestone Island by 

skiff and Jeremie Hyatt’s sail boat, the Kode Isle. 

Boating alongside the Reef Skiff on a sunny, calm 

morning, it was an awesome start to the field sea-

son! We were lucky to set up our camp and Ancient 

Murrelet funnels in remarkably good weather. The 

camp is still in good shape after the winter, and the 

few trees that came down in Cabin Cove missed all 

the major infrastructure once again. 

Ancient Murrelets 

Volunteer director Keith Moore was the first to see an ANMU chick this season! It came down funnel 

6 on May 11th at 12:25 am, and weighed 27 grams. With a few quick calculations, Keith learned that 

over the last 26 years of monitoring, May 11th is the most common night for first chick arrival. In 

fact, last year, our first chick was also very timely on May 11th! However, we were surprised to find 

that a camera lens was actually the first to catch sight of a chick in our monitoring season. At 4:49 

am on the night of May 9th/ 10th, an infrared camera captured a photo of a chick in funnel 6. 

Similar to last season, we have again set up cameras in funnels 5 and 6, in Cabin Cove, to see how 

many of the chicks that we manually capture get photographed as they pass the camera. We also 

have a camera in funnel 4, in North Cove, which is an area we can no longer monitor in person due to 

the extensive blowdown in 2011. We are hoping that by using a camera there, we can get a good esti-

mate of how many chicks are heading out to the ocean from the western end of the North Cove col-

ony area. The latest news from North Cove: the first chicks hurdled past the camera there at 12:31 

and 12:37 am, also on the night of May 11th! 

Other ANMU work that is going on in the bay this year is the recovery of geolocators that were de-

ployed last year on 25 adult ANMU on Reef Island. Jake Pattison (past ELI camp supervisor) and 

Glen Keddie (Canadian Wildlife Service) along with their hard-working helpers Seb Dalgarno and 

Chris Mainella set up the Reef Camp on May 1st for this short project. They worked in the ANMU 

colony on the east end of the island for 5 days attempting to recover birds that had been set up geolo-

cators on their leg bands last year. These geolocators track where the birds go, and will hopefully give 

us more information on where Ancient Murrelets from this area are dispersing to after the breeding 

season is over. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Reef skiff on camp start-up day 



Wildlife Trees 

Our work of scouring the island for cavity nesting birds has 

been a success again this season. So far we have 12 active 

trees (1 Chestnut-backed Chickadee, 1 Red-breasted 

Nuthatch, 2 Hairy Woodpeckers, 1 Northern Flicker and 6 

Red-breasted Sapsuckers). Interestingly, this is the same 

selection of cavity nesters we had found last year at roughly 

this same time! One unusual tree that has been observed in 

the North Cove blowdown contains a Northern Flicker pair 

and a Red-breasted Sapsucker pair. Although it is not 

uncommon to find two species inhabiting the same tree, 

such as nuthatches and sapsuckers, in the past 26 years we 

have only ever found one other tree that contained two 

cavity excavators. 

Two young eagles have recently been observed in the active nest, BAEA-5, located at Cassin’s Tower, 

on the southern tip of the island. BAEA-5 was first discovered in April of 2000, and had two chicks in 

it that year as well. One Peregrine falcon has been sighted near their old nesting area; however, we do 

not monitor that nest until later in the season. Watch for more news in the next few weeks, as we track 

down more active wildlife trees! 

Marine Mammals and Sea Surveys 

Humpback whales have been scarce this year; from 

Reef Island we saw a group of three close to the Tar 

Islands, and one other during a Hecate Strait sea 

survey. We were also lucky to come across a Minke 

whale during a Nearshore survey! The warm, calm 

weather has provided perfect conditions for sea 

surveys in Laskeek Bay and out into Hecate Strait. 

Sightings of Whimbrels, Red-necked Grebes, Green-

winged Teals (70 of them spent a whole day in our bay 

at Cabin Cove!), Harlequin Ducks, White-sing Scoters, Northern Shovelers, Red-necked Phalaropes, 

Sooty Shearwater and other migrating species have sent us running for the binoculars regularly. 

Other News 

On May 14th we hosted a Quebecois film crew who were working on a TV series about Canadian 

national parks, starring Canadian Olympic gold medallist freestyle skier Jean-Luc Brassard. We 

shared information with them on the East Limestone Island monitoring programs. It was a real treat 

to have founding director, Keith Moore, here with us during this experience as he is a wealth of 

knowledge on the history of the island and made the interviews a huge success along with camp 

supervisor, Vivian Pattison! 

Can anyone identify this small yellow slug for us? 

Minke whale by the Skedans Islands 

 

 



Staff, Interns and Volunteers 

Excited and grateful to be back at Limestone again, we 

have camp supervisor Viv Pattison, here for her 4th field 

season, and Ellen Hunter-Perkins for her 2nd field season 

as assistant biologist and interpreter. 

Gabby Zagorski, our first student intern, will be with us for 

three weeks. She is a joy to work with and we are so lucky 

to have her here! 

A Note from Gabby:  

“I came to East Limestone knowing very little about the 

birds, wildlife and plants of the area. With the help of the 

amazing staff here, after just two short weeks, I find myself 

recognizing bird calls, species on the island and on the wa-

ter, and flora specific to East Limestone. The atmosphere 

here is just as good as the view, and makes me wish the in-

ternships lasted longer, or the days would pass by more 

slowly. East Limestone Island is a beautiful place with 

equally wonderful people and lots of opportunities to see 

and learn new things that pertain to current scientific re-

search or even just interesting fun facts to take home with you. This is definitely an experience that 

has made me realize how much hard work goes into conservation and how much I want to be a part 

of it.” 

A big thank-you to our volunteers Jamie McDonald, Jessiquita Madrid, Chris Mainella,  and Keith 

Moore (all from Queen Charlotte), who helped us accomplish so much with their hard labour, inter-

est, and enthusiasm! Thanks to Charlie Cowpar, who visited the island pre-season to fall a tree that 

was hanging precariously above 

the cook cabin. Also, Thank-you 

to volunteers in town and from 

Reef Island who helped with 

loading and unloading, and to 

Jeremie Hyatt for transporting us 

on the Kode Isle, allowing us to 

arrive safely, on time, and with 

all of our gear on East Limestone 

Island! 

Donations are much appreciated ! 

They can easily be made through our website www.laskeekbay.org 

Trivia: Something is different between the plumage in these 

birds. Why might this be? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First sea survey crew 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whimbrel in Cabin Cove 

 


